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Christchurch Girls’ High School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora is a learning environment that values its rich
tradition, realises the importance of innovation and pursues excellence in all its endeavours. Underpinning all
that the school undertakes are the school values of Manaakitanga (respect and dignity), Whanaungatanga
(belonging and relationships), Aroha (empathy and concern for others) and Rangatiratanga (courage and strength
to lead).

At our school each ākonga/student is challenged to be a discerning thinker, who embraces the future and is open to
possibility.

Above all Christchurch Girls' High School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora is a place where you will feel welcome and
belong; a place where you will make friends and gain the skills, qualifications and experiences that will allow you
the freedom to create your own destiny.

Christine O'Neill
Principal / Tumuaki





Christchurch Girls' HIgh School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora has been
educating young women since 1877. Since its beginning over 140 years ago,
talented, motivated ākonga have been meeting with dedicated and
experienced staff to create a supportive caring community that extends far
beyond physical boundaries and their time at school.

This rich heritage is woven into the tapestry of life at Christchurch Girls' High
School  / Te Kura o Hine Waiora. From the time of Helen MacMillan Brown
(nee Connon, Principal 1883-1894), the first woman to gain an Honours
degree in the British Empire, to the present, a premium has been placed on
the education and leadership of women in society.

Embedded in our history is a focus on innovation and challenge to the
prevailing norms by the first women founders who chose to educate girls
well before women received the suffrage in our country. These early women
forged the way for many of the freedoms and rights we now enjoy as
females. They were forerunners of the feminist movements of the later 20th
Century which further transformed rights for women and girls in social,
political and economic arenas.

Our river site also has significant history for Te Ngāi Tūāhururi Rūnanga and
we are committed to nurturing a strong bicultural relationship. The Māori
name for our school was gifted more recently to us by Ngāi Tuāhuriri and
means “this is the place where the waters nurture our girls in their
education”.
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The school motto is sapienta et veritas. This Latin
expression means Wisdom, the kind that goes

beyond book-learning to knowing ourselves, and
Truth, meaning integrity and honesty in ourselves

and towards others.





All students at Christchurch Girls' High School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora belong to one of six school 'house' groups.
The House system established over 100 years ago helps build a sense of belonging and friendly competition at school
events such as sports days and cultural events. The House system allows for the vertical mixing of year levels, an important
component of creating a vibrant school community. Our Houses also emphasise service and school-wide house charity
events. Each house is named after a famous Cantabrian and has a colour to help define it.

Connon  - Named in honour of Helen Macmilan Brown and associated with the colour white.

Deans - Named in honour of Jane Deans and through her the spirit of early Canterbury pioneer women and associated
with the colour yellow.

Harper - Named in honour of Henry Harper, the first Bishop of Canterbury and associated with the colour red.

Rolleston - Named in honour of William Rolleston, instrumental in the establishment of Christchurch GIrls' High School / Te
Kura o Hine Waiora and associated with the colour blue.

Selwyn - Named in honour of Bishop Selwyn, an early constitutional and Māori Affairs lobbyist and associated with the
colour green.

Sheppard - Named in honour of Kate Sheppard, an inspiring and leading suffragist and associated with the colour purple.
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Ākonga are encouraged to enter inter-school competitions for
speech, drama, maths, science and business.

Colours and Gold Awards are awarded to ākonga in
recognition of academic, sporting and cultural achievements
and for service associated with the school. Special assemblies
are held to celebrate the successes of the recipients.
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Excellence, in the words of Greek philosopher Aristotle, is
not an act but a habit. Excellence is never an accident. It is
always the results of high intention, sincere effort and
intelligent execution. It is not an accident that the academic
value added to ākonga at Christchurch Girls' High School / Te
Kura o Hine Waiora is considerable. Excellence has become
second nature in all that we do.

Christchurch Girls’ High School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora is
proud to excel at local, regional and national levels on
academic, sporting and cultural stages.

Our ākonga regularly receive awards and commendations in
choral competitions and chamber groups. National titles have
been won in field hockey, basketball, cricket, rowing, rugby
and swimming.





Christchurch Girls' High School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora is a specialist in girls' education and
young women flourish in an all-girl environment. As a member of the Australasian Alliance of Girls'
Schools, we keep up to date with leading research and current happenings.

Our curriculum is tailored for girls, giving them the opportunity to explore and grow in an
environment which nurtures them as young women. Furthermore, our delivery of the curriculum
seeks to cater for the ability and learning needs of the individual. We want to enrich, enhance and
extend the talents of each girl.

Classes at all levels may be taken to a variety of locations for the purpose of research, observation
and instruction. Opportunities are given for ākonga to enter competitions, perform at festivals,
attend off-campus courses, participate in university study and to be part of mentoring programmes.
Field and cultural trips, marae stays, international exchanges, outdoor education camps and career
outings are among some of the rich variety of other activities on offer at Christchurch Girls' High
School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora.

Learning needs to be made relevant for ākonga and Christchurch Girls' High School / Te Kura o Hine
Waiora encourages authentic learning to occur.





Junior Classrooms

All Year 9 ākonga study each of the eight
essential learning areas of the New Zealand
Curriculum: English, Languages,
Mathematics, Physical Education and Health,
Science, Social Sciences, Technology and
The Arts. These areas provide the contexts
within which knowledge, key competencies
and values are developed.  The Year 10
programme continues with compulsory
studies of English, Mathematics, Science,
Physical Education and Social Studies and
three optional subjects.

In 2023 we are introducing additional
integrated options from which ākonga will
be able to choose from half year semester
courses. These will align closely with our
Junior Growth Profile and further develop
our ākonga and their interests.

At Christchurch Girls' High School / Te
Kura o Hine Waiora  each girl has the
right to the best possible educational
experience. We believe all ākonga have the
capacity to learn and that learning is an
active rather than passive process. The
best learning occurs when each girl is able
to build on existing knowledge, make
sense of new experiences and feel
connected.

Quality teaching is provided and a positive
classroom learning environment is
fostered. Strong relationships are built in
the classroom. Subject teachers are
available to be contacted, or may contact
parents, about the learning and progress
of individual ākonga. At Christchurch Girls'
High School / Te Kura o Hine Waiora ākonga
are encouraged to own their learning.

Senior Classrooms

Our ākonga are well prepared for national
qualifications at Year 11, 12 and 13. We
are very proud of the high standards they
achieve. Senior ākonga are encouraged to
follow multi-level courses of study as
appropriate.

All Year 11 ākonga study English,
Mathematics and Statistics and Science.
They also choose three additional
subjects. At Year 12 and 13, there are no
compulsory options.

Year 13 ākonga study five subjects. The
most able students enter Scholarship
examinations.









Christchurch Girls' High School  / Te Kura o Hine Waiora has a holistic approach to
education. Academic progress is balanced with development of the whole person through
sporting, cultural and service opportunities, and wide participation in these. Aerobics

Archery
Athletics
Badminton
Basketball
Bowls
Cricket
Cross-country
Cycling
Dragon Boating
Equestrian
Fencing
Football
Futsal
Gym Sports
Hockey
Indoor Netball
Indoor Football
Korfball

Sports at Christchurch Girls' High School
/ Te Kura o Hine Waiora

Sport / Hākinakina

All ākonga are encouraged to be involved in sport and recreation. Our aims are to foster
fair-play and to emphasise enjoyment. There are countless opportunities to play sport as
well as sports to play.

The Sports' Director and Sportfit Co-ordinator work with the Sports Council to promote
sport as well as provide a range of lunchtime activities and design individual fitness
programmes for ākonga.

Most sports are open to all year groups, with competitive and social teams and activities.
We enjoy outstanding sporting success at all levels: local, regional and national.
Opportunities for coaching are offered in a wide variety of sporting codes.

.

.

Lifesaving
Mountain Biking
Multisport
Netball
Polo
Rock-climbing
Rowing
Rugby
Sailing
Sevens
Snow Sports
Squash
Surfing
Swimming
Tennis
Volleyball
Water Polo


